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Penzance, whence they went on to Helston and the Lizard,
Hunt in his book gives an amusing account of the assiduity
with which Palgrave attended upon the poet at all times of
the day and in all places, to the evident annoyance of
Tennyson who was struggling all the time to gain leisure
among the romantic Cornish scenes for quiet thought and
work. It had been agreed that for the sake of avoiding a
crowd of sightseers Tennyson's name should be kept a
secret, and yet one or other of the party was continually
uttering it aloud, Palgrave appearing to take a delight
in doing so. Tennyson's protest, whenever the rule was
broken, was, " Why do you always use my name ? You
must understand the danger of someone noting it, and
instituting inquiries, which would result in discovery, and
then we should be mobbed out of the place." Palgrave's
carelessness as to Tennyson's wishes, his references to the
poet when speaking to the landlord as " the old gentleman,"
and his determination to follow him wherever he went,
reduced Tennyson to a state of inward irritation which
manifested itself in sundry argumentations and bickerings
between the Laureate and his friend, and was prolonged
until the end of the tour.

On the i ith September, so we read in Tennyson's diary,
the party was established at the Three Tuns,1 the Lizard,
where, according to Hunt, the conversation was still apt to
end in wrangling, and where, during the various expeditions,
the cliffs resounded with the name of Tennyson the moment
the poet happened to get separated from the persevering
Palgrave. On the 2oth September Tennyson dates his

1 The name of this house has long ceased to be remembered locally, but I am
told that at the time of this visit it was simply a farm. Since then it has been
enlarged and entirely altered, having been turned into what is now known as
HilTs Hotel. A letter written by Palgrave in 1893 and referring to Tennyson's
visit was framed by the proprietor and is still preserved at the hotel,